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W hen the Mother’s Day Stamp with the pic- 
ture of Whistler’s mother was issued in 
1934 the idea came to me, “Why not a stamp 
honoring some real achievement by an American 
woman?” and, of course, the figure of Susan B. 
Anthony was first in mind as worthy of such an 
honor. Chancing to be in Washington at the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party headquarters in May, 1934, 
I mentioned the idea to Miss Paul who heartily 
approved, so immediately I went to tell Post- 
master 1 that we, the National Woman's 
Party, wanted such a stamp. Finding him out of 
the city, the data was presented to him by me in a 
letter dated June 22, 1934. 


The commemorative stamp was requested for 
Miss Anthony’s birthday, February 15, 1935, but 
it seems the request was too early for an im- 
mediate decision. Later letters elicited replies 
that the request had come too late. Subsequent 
correspondence continued, the request not being 
granted though received always with great court- 
esy by Mr. Farley or his assistants. 

Meanwhile, letters began pouring in to the Post 
Office Department from representative women’s 
organizations throughout the country represent- 
ing millions of American women, including prac- 
tically every important large group of women, and 


hundreds of distinguished individuals. These con- 


tinued in a steady stream during the past two 
years. Recently a note of impatience and dissatis- 
faction crept into many of the letters written in 
by women throughout the country. We felt that 
Miss Anthony should be accorded proper honor 
before the issue of the Army and Navy hero series 
which had been announced. 


On May 19 an urgent letter was written by me 
as Chairman of the Susan B. Anthony Memorial 
Committee, to Mr. Farley suggesting that the 
Stamp be issued this summer to mark the anni- 
versary of the Proclamation of Ratification of the 
Women Suffrage Amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States, the Nineteenth Amendment. 
This date was August 26, 1920. 

On July 11 the Post Office Department issued 
a press release bulletin announcing that the com- 
memorative stamp for Susan B. Anthony would 
be on sale on August 26. A three-cent stamp 
printed in the compulsory color, purple, it hap- 
pens to be one of the colors of the National Wom- 
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en’s Party banners, which are purple, white, and 
gold, and is most acceptable to us for that reason. 
stamp will bear the portrait of Miss Anthony. 


This recognition is but a forerunner for future 
honor which should be achieved for the name of 
Susan B. Anthony. Her name should be blazoned 
across the country in the naming of beautiful 
parks, playgrounds, schools, and highways from 
coast to coast, so that the younger generation may 
learn of her heroic struggles, continued by the 
women who followed to achieve political freedom 
for the women of . 

The letter from Postmaster General Farley is 
printed below: 

J 
uly 24, 1936. 
Chairman of the Susan B. Anthony Memorial 
Committee, 
Middletown, New Jersey. 


My dear Mrs. Adamson: - 

With further reference to letter of May 19, I 
2 received from nationally prominent organiza- 

tions and individuals throughout the country, a special 
postage stamp in honor of Susan B. Anthony has re- 
cently been approved. 

This stamp will be issued on August 26, the date the 
Secretary of State certified that thirty-six States of the 
Union had favorably approved the Woman’s Suffrage 
Amendment, the cause to which Miss Anthony devoted 
the major part of her life, and the result of whose 


— 


efforts contributed so largely to the welfare of women 
and mankind generally. It is a real pleasure for me 


to have this opportunity to pay tribute to the late 
Miss r indirectly to all women of our coun- 


try who so antly carried on the work begun by this 
great crusader and emancipator. | oy 


The Susan B. Anthony stamp will first be placed on 
sale at Washington, D. C., and, while final selection of 
the r portrait of Miss Anthony to be used as 


ign of the stamp has not yet been made, we shall 


eased to advise you when a decision is reached. 
interest you have displayed in the issuance of 
the above stamp since the receipt of the 


cation is greatly ap ated, an s our sincere 
that the — stamp will meet with profs 
approval. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) James A. Farizy, | 
Postmaster General. 


ORDER ANTHONY STAMPS EARLY 


Many women will want to lay in a supply of the 
new Susan B. Anthony commemorative stamps 
which will be on sale August 26. It might be well 
to notify one’s postmaster in advance as this wil] 
undoubtedly be the most popular issue of a com- 
memorative stamp ever issued. 
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WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION DAY, 
AUGUST 26 


Suggestions for celebration meetings for Wednesday, 
August 26th, 1936, Anniversary of Woman Suffrage 
Amendment. 

Meetings. Arrange suitable ceremonies or meetings for 
purchase of the new Susan B. Anthony commemorative 
postage stamp to be first issued and sold on Wednesday, 
I 26, 1936. Possible rally on steps of Post Office, 
NWP banners, American flags, speakers, prominent speak- 
ers, etc. 

Women’s Organizations. Get cooperation of all local 
women’s organizations, especially D.A.R., club women, pro- 
fessional women’s groups, patriotic, historical and civic 


groups. 

Radio. Arrange radio period with speech by prominent 
local woman; junior ups of young women not yet first 
voters, short speech of gratitude to heritage from past suf- 
frage leaders such as Miss Anthony. 

Press Publicity. Editorials and news articles in local 
papers for this interesting and picturesque occasion of 
recognition of America’s great woman hero. 

Dramatic Sketches. Dramatic sketches depicting high 
lights in life of Susan B. Anthony—see Reta Childe Dorr’s 
1 Susan B. Anthony—the Woman Who Changed 
the Mind of a Nation. Miss Anthony’s arrest and trial 
for — Hie test women’s rights as “persons” under the 
Fourteenth Amendment; her dramatic refusal to “pay 
one dollar of this unjust sentence,” incident of the famous 
red shawl now in the Smithsonian Museum in Washington, 


etc. 

Speakers at-meetings on A t 26th—Women’s Eman- 
cipation Day—anniversary of the proclamation of the 

oman Suffrage Amendment, should not fail to mention 
the Equal Rights Amendment which is the next goal of 
the campaign for full equality of women with men. The 
Equal Rights Amendment—called the Lucretia Mott 
Amendment, sponsored by the National Woman’s Party— 
will come in next Congress. 

Also mention should be made of the desire of the women 
that the face of Susan B. Anthony should be included in 
the Mount Rushmore Memorial for which the Government 
had appropriated $450,000 (from taxes paid by women 
incidentally, equally with men). Four men are included— 
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt. 
Women should demand that Susan B. Anthony be included 
among the figures of this expensive monument. 

Eternal vigilance is the price of recognition for women in 
our historic landmarks. 


NATIONAL WOMEN’S REAL ESTATE ASSO- 
CIATION ENDORSES AMENDMENT 


WHEREAS, the economic position of women is being 
threatened on every hand, as is evidenced by legislation 
such as Section 213 of the Economy Act and special labor 
laws for women, which do not apply to their male com- 
petitors; and 

WHEREAS frequent statements from officials of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor and men labor leaders through- 
out the country point to their activities toward sending 
women back to the kitchen; and 

WHEREAS only by concerted action of women in business, 
the professions and industry to safeguard the gains they 
ners. L in the economic world can this movement be 

ec ; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the National Women’s 
Real Estate Association join with those other 
of women opposed to special restrictions upon the right of 
women to work in endorsing the principle of equality for 
men and women in the law; 

Be It FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Women’s 
Real Estate Association, Inc., hereby goes on record in 
support of the Equal Rights Amendment to the Federal 
Constitution, whic 


place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
Approved: 
NATIONAL WOMEN’S REAL ESTATE ASSN., INC. 
By Ida Horowitz, President. 


reads: “Men and women shall have 
Equal Rights throughout the United States and every 


A SPLINTER FOR WOMEN 


“The Republican Party in Ohio,” writes Helen 
Robbins Bittermann, “has just concluded its State 
Convention. Included in the platform is this 
plank on women: 


We are opposed to any legislation which dis- 
criminates against women and assert that aptitude 
and ability rather than sex should be the qualifica- 
tion for employment. 


“But,” continues Mrs. Bittermann, “closely fol- 
lowing this plank is another which promises hon- 
est and fearless enforcement of the Minimum 
Wage Law in Ohio and asks for a Federal Amend- 
ment in case such legislation is unconstitutional.” 

This is one more example of how little poli- 
ticians understand what discrimination means. 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Founded 1913 
Object 


To secure for women complete equality with men 
the law and in all human relationships, and in cular 
secure the adoption of the Equal Rights Ame ent to 
National Constitution and the Equal Rights Treaty. 


The Lucretia Mott Amendment 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 

United States and every place — its jurisdiction.“ 

“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.” 


Introduced, Senate—By Senator Townsend, Del., J 
House — By 


Ludlow, Ind., Jan. 3, 1985. 
Joint Resolution No. 1.) 
Present Status—Senate—Before Judiciary Committee. 
House— Before Judiciary Committee. 
The Equal Rights Treat? 
* Article 1 
The contracting States agree that u the ratification 
of this treaty men and women shall . equal rights 
throughout the territory subject to their respective juris- 
dictions.” 
Signed — the Governmen 
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PROGRESS REGISTERED IN CAMPAIGN 
FOR EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


Portions of the extension of remarks of Hon. 

Louis Ludlow, of Indiana, in the House of Repre- 
sentatives Monday, June 8th, 1936. From the 
“Congressional Record.” 


Mr. LupLow: Mr. Speaker, occasionally, in the 
sweep of years, we are privileged to witness an eph 
event in the progress of the human race. Such an event 
when it occurs may be so overshadowed by other happen- 
ings that it will pass almost unnoticed, but gradually the 
cloak of temporary obscurity will disappear and it will loom 
up large in the perspective of history. 

Such an event, in my opinion, was the action of the 
Judiciary Subcommittee of the House of Representatives 
the other day in ordering a favorable report on House 
Joint Resolution No. 1, the pro Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. As the 
sponsor of the Amendment in the lower branch of the 

ngress, I hail the action of the subcommittee with the 
deepest sentiments of gratitude and with a keen apprecia- 
tion of the significance of this victory in the first important 
battle of the campaign to raise women to a legal status 
comparable with that of men in all of the affairs of life. 


It is not too much to that the favorable action of 
the subcommittee in this Congress will be followed by sim- 
favorable action by the full Committee on the Judiciary 
early in the next Congress, and that within a few years 
at she longest Congress will adopt the resolution and send 
the proposed Equal Rights Amendment out to the State 
Legislatures for ratification. 


In the evolution of the centuries women have progressed 
by slow and painful process, oftem with great travail 
from the status of slaves and chattels to be the equals of 
men in the ballot booths, but they cannot acquire the 
absolute franchise of freedom to which they are entitled 


and the position they should occupy in society until the 
equal 


* * Rights Amendment makes with men in 


things before the law. 
: + — * 


During the historic campaign that led to the adoption 
of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States it was my privilege to side with members 
of the Woman’s Party, all along the way. It was a cam- 
paign of many discouragements and grueling hardships, 
and hope too often deferred; of bitter disappointments 
that tested the mettle of our fighting comrades of the 
opposite sex and often made us sick at heart. Yet there 
was no lagging, no faltering, no showing of the white 
feather, for we know that our cause was righteous, and 
that it is written in the book of fate that righeousness 
shall ultimately prevail. 


* * * * * * * 


The first great stronghold taken in the battle for the 
emancipation of women was the stronghold of equal suf- 
frage. Now, with hopes buoyed by the victories of the past, 
and with righteousness still written high on their banners, 
they are moving on to capture the second stronghold, 
which will make their emancipation complete, the strong- 
hold of equal rights. Equal rights is the corollary of equal 
suffrage. Without equal rights, equal suffr is incom- 
plete. To secure equal rights it is proposed through Fed- 
eral constitutional amendment to establish at one time 
and at one stroke rights of women coequal with men in all 
of the States and possessions of our country. 


It is only through a Federal constitutional Amendment 
that the widely varying discriminations inst women 
that disgrace the statute books of many States can be 
wiped out and equality of rights for men and women can 
be obtained throughout the length and breadth of the 
Union. 

If I were to give the Rights Amendment a new 

name, I think I would call it the non discrimination Amend- 


ment. Nondiscrimination, I believe, would be a little mote 
accurate description of the purpose of the proposed con- 
stitutional Amendment than the term “equal rights.“ 
There is no doubt that the statutes of many States— 
perhaps all of them—discriminate against women to their 
—— disadvantage. One woman who is interested in the 
qual Rights Amendment has compiled a list of 1,000 
instances of rank discrimination against women in State 
statutes, and she has not had time to give even cursory 
examination to the statutes of some of the States to see 


| what additional discriminations lurk therein 


All of us who have a sincere interest in advancing the 
cause of women must realize the utter nonsense of trying 
to wipe out these cruel and unjust discriminations by 
pop-gun acts of State Legislatures, when it can be done 
so much more easily and satisfactorily by a single Amend- 
ment to the Federal Constitution declaring t women 
shall have equal rights with men through the Republic. ... 


THIS IS NOT A FIGHT AGAINST 
MINIMUM WAGE ! 


f lication to National 
quarters, 144 B Street N. E., Washington, D. C. 


(Please read carefully in order that you may be informed 


as to the minimum wage laws applying to women only). 


There is only one fair basis for minimum wage 
laws—and that is to place any wage minimum 
upon the job, rather than upon the sex of the 
worker. If a sincere and honest attempt is to be 
made to establish a minimum wage for the worker 
and base it upon the work to be done, the benefits 
would accrue to any worker holding the job, 
whether a man or a woman. This is not a fight 
against minimum wage! This is a fight to keep 
women from being legislated out of work by mak- 
ing it difficult for employers to hire them. This 
could easily be obviated by placing the minimum 
on the job where it belongs. If minimum wage 
is a good thing, Labor will welcome it, for the 
protection will be the same for all workers. 


If you were an employer and by hiring women 
you would, under the law, be compelled to open. 
your books and business to Government commis- | 
sions and inspectors in order that they might 
ascertain whether you were complying with the 
law— and if, by hiring men, you would not have 
— to this inconvenience, whom would you 

e 


If you were in business for profit and not for 
philanthropic reasons, and if you were required 
by law to pay a minimum of—for instance— 
$15 per week to a woman, and an equally capable 
man offered to take the job for less and the same 
law did not apply to him, whom would you hire? 
Would this protective legislation protect: the 
woman into—or out of—the job? 


The Democratic Party, or the Republican Party, 
concerning themselves with social justice, cannot 
afford to advocate in these platforms or elsewhere 
a principle that places a minimum wage on a job 
for a woman and leaves her male competitor free 
to underbid her. Place the responsibility where 
it belongs and lay it at the feet of those who will 
not advocate a minimum wage for the job. 


| 
A leaflet which has just been gotten out by Helen Hunt West, of | 
Florida, Congressional Committee Chairman, National Woman's 8 if 
1 
| 
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CONSTITUTION BACK 
OF WOMEN 


Speech by Helen Robbins Bittermann, Chairman, Ohio 
Branch, National Woman’s Party, before the Resolutions 
Committee of the National Republican Convention in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, June 9, 1936. 


Mr. Chairman and Members of the Resolutions Com- 


mittee: 

The National Woman’s P is a non partisan organ- 
ization of women devoted to the sole object of 8 
diseriminations against women before the law and in 
walks of life. We believe that this can be best done by 
adding to the Constitution of the United States one more 
Amendment affecting women. This is the Lucretia Mott 
amendment. It reads: 

“Men and women shall have rights in the 
United States and every place subject to its juris- 
diction.” 
We are as 

its platform a plank which says: 

“We believe in equal rights for men and women. 


PUT THE 


since 1933. In has affected two industries — the laundries 
and dry cleaners. I have on my desk affidavits from the 
industrial * in the dry cleaning industry, affi- 
davits sworn to before notaries. There are approximately 
500 industrial plants in Ohio. These employers were pay- 

— women wages * to or more than those set by 
e authority for industry. Not sweat-shop wages, 
gentlemen. Please notice that. The minimum wage was 
set as much as 8 cents an hour more than the NRA wage, 
and at the lowest point of the depression, when hundreds 
of employers were going bankrupt weekly. : 
The industrial emplo in Ohio, if they were to 
remain law abiding citizens, had only one alternative. 
They took it. According to their own statements, they dis- 
missed 20 per eent of their women. Half of these women 
have been replaced by men. Business has not increased 
sufficiently as yet to justify further replacements, par- 
ticularly since the * are now introducing man- 
ted machinery which does the work of from two to 


a 
— times the number of women employed. 


that the Republican Party inelude in , 


If elected, we pledge ourselves to work for the addition 


to the Constitution of the Equal Rights Amendment.” 


It is fitting that I should ask a Republican convention 
* — in its platform. For if it 
or the Rep 


to place an 

had not been 
not now be necessary. There is only one place in 
stitution of the United States where women are ignored. 


This is the Fourteenth Amendment, giving men suffrage 


ublican Party, such a plank would 


the Con-. 


rights to the exclusion of women. The word “male” ap- 


pears there. If that word had not appeared in the Four- 
teenth Amendment, Susan B. Anthony would not have been 


arrested for — to vote under the Amendment. I would 
a 


not be here y. And, ladies and gentlemen, the Repub- 


lican Party put the word “male” into the Constitution in 


1865. I am here toda 
which you did to women seventy * — ago. 
Back of every man in the United States stands the 


y to ask you to right the wrong 


Constitution. But back of every woman stands the Anglo- 


Saxon common law. There are still States where a mar- 


ried woman may not sign a contract without her husband’s 
consent, where she may not enter business or administer 
property without his consent. There is still one State 
where a husband may appoint a guardian for his minor 
children without his wife’s knowledge or consent. The 
Equal Rights Amendment was primarily aimed at this 
3 before the law. 

The past four years have seen a rising tide of prejudice 
against women swelling in this country. Women's right 
to work has been challen Employment of women 
become a dole. The Federal Government in its Feder 
Economy Act, Section 213, has dismissed hundreds of mar- 
ried women only because they were married women. Hun 
dreds of these women have not the wherewithal to keep 
body and soul together, thanks to the Federal Government. 
In most of the small cities and towns of this country a 
woman may not teach if she is married. The States wi 
spend thousands of dollars preparing women for the pro- 
fession, only to say: “You may teach only until you are 
married.” omen are thus taken away from their pro- 
fession just at the time when they are becoming most valu- 
able. It is a great waste of human effort. It is a humili 
tion to the women themselves. 

More disastrous than this trend is the attacks bei 
made on women in industry. I come now to the difficul 
question of women in industry. : 

I am not here to comment on the recent minimum w 
decision of the United States Supreme Court. If legis 
tion is the solution to the — 1 then, gentleme 
God bless you, pass that legislation. But for the sake 
ou seek to protect, make that legislation 
ake it protect the men as well 

You may say that men do not need 
Let me remind you that only one working man in ten 
is a member of a trade union. Let me remind you that in 


the women 
usive. 


1930 the ave wage earned by the laboring man was 
$650 a year. that is a living wage, gentleman, let it 
be your definition, not mine. 


e have had a minimum wage law for women in Ohio 


continue, we must 


that legislation. 


experience is not unique. 


I am here to plead with you on behalf of the worki 
women of Ohio. If you introduce a minimum wage pla 
into the Republican platform, make it for workers. Un- 
organized men need your protection as much as the women. 
If you “protect” women only, we will lose our jobs. Ohio’s 
In California, which has had 
a blanket minimum wage since 1913, the same thing is ha 
peni In 1932, State Director of Finance Vand 
said, in the Los Angeles Times, that women were finding 
it impossible to get jobs even in lines where formerly they 
had held a monopoly because of the thousands of men 
were able and to work for less than the minimum 


n out, use it. But give us a break, 
Don't force us out of in LA 

Put the Constitution of the United States back of the 
women of America. Put the Equal Rights plank into the 
Republican platform. 


ADVERTISE IN EQUAL RIGHTS | 


It is with great pleasure that we announce that 
Mrs. Gertrude I. George, of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, has consented to act as Advertising Chair- 
man for our National organ, EQUAL RIGHTS. 
Mrs. George’s first “official” act is to insert an 
advertisement of her own in our paper. Her 
second is to express the hope that all wom 
members or friends of the Woman’s Party wi 


use our EQUAL RIGHTS bulletin as their advertis- 


ing medium. 

“It should be easy,” M 
secure enough advertisé 
Party members to help 4a 


— 


rates are 82.00 | 


Write to Mrs. George and tell her you will help : 
in this definite way. Secure advertisements for 
our EQUAL RIGHTs bulletin. 


— 
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Founder and Director 
WOMEN’S SERVICE DEPARTMEN 


1009 South Grand Avenue 
Los ANGELES, CALIF. 
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s. Geo ge writes, “to 
ktrom Woman's 
e paper.“ The 
ic If r publication is to 
ma Nave specific help from our 
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